Anyone who has
suffered a similar
tragedy knows
that every day
you live with your
sorrow.

Your one hope is
that people who
drink and drive
will be
discouraged from
doing so by
education and by
proper, swift and
severe punish-
ment.

Mary Judith Smith Kelemen

July 3,1945-March 11,1973

A broken arm or leg will heal in a number of weeks depending on the
break, but a broken heart NEVER! Although it has been many years since
our daughter Mary Judith Smith Kelemen was killed by a drunken driver the
shock, the pain, the unending grief is still with us. Her potential was so great
and her love of family so strong that our grief is not only for her but for
ourselves.

Anyone who has suffered a similar tragedy knows that every day you
live with your sorrow. Your one hope is that people who drink and drive will
be discouraged from doing so by education and by proper, swift and severe
punishment.

Judy was an instructor at SUNY Cortland in the department of Speech
and Audiology. Her enthusiasm and love of teaching was unbounded. She
was thoughtful, dedicated, concerned.

Judy and her husband, Charles (an instructor at Ithaca College) were
returning from a meeting at Ithaca driving separate cars because of their sched-
ules. It was about 9 p.m. on a clear March evening when the drunken driver
started up Ithaca hill. This was after an afterncon and evening of hard drink-
ing with his father and brother. He missed Charles by inches but not so with
Judy. He hit her head on in a devastating killing crash. Her husband hurried
back to find Judy was alrcady dead.

Afterwards the killer could not even remember driving the car. He
asked for a second chance. Yet he gave Judy no chance at ail.

Does the word “killer” seem strong? Not to us. This man was an
irresponsible adult who chose to drink to excess and then drive. Why didn't
the bartenders refuse him liquor? Why didn't his father or his brother stop
him? Nobody assumed responsibility. Who is watching the drunken driver?



In some meaningful way we have tried to keep Judy’s memory alive by
creating living testimonials: A documentary film “Until I Get Caught”, scholar-
ships, a small library, books and other memorials.

Judy's father, William T. Smith was a New York State Senator in office
at the time. Working with other legislators he began expediting the arduous
process of tightening up the laws governing driving while intoxicated.

One of his most noteworthy accomplishments was promoting STOP-
DWI patrols. The money received from the fines levied on offenders is re-
turned to the individual county to be used to educate and deter drunken
drivers.

Strict, enforced laws are vital and just as important is eternal vigi-
lance on every person's part to prevent drunks from driving. Let no one
assume that it can’t happen to his family. It can and does!

The following is an excerpt written by two of Judy's students: ‘Judy
Kelemen was not all things to all people. She was the same to all: honest,
candid, loving, tender. There was nothing artificial about her. She leveled
with all of us. If at the moment the truths she uttered brought a frown, the
next moment, a smile. From the open door of her office, of her classroom, of
her heart and mind flowed the continued concern of a woman who seemed as
if she had been born to care”.

And Judy cared deeply for her family and friends as well. In turn we
mourn her being denied her life, her joy in finding pleasure in simple things,
her zest for living.

Our family is left with a void that cannot be filled because a reckless,
selfish drunk decided he was capable of driving a car when he was intoxi-
cated.

Judy, our blithe spirit, is gone and we are left with our tears.

Senator William T. and Dorothy Smith
Big Flats, NY
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